Greetings from the staff and directors of the
Flying Eagle Woman Fund. We wish all of you a safe and
healthy 2002.

Last year was a year of challenges and achieve-
ments for the Flying Eagle Woman Fund. The most sig-
nificant is that the Fund for the Four Directions (FFD) has
become a program of the Flying Eagle Woman Fund. The
grantmaking activities of the FFD will continue under the
auspices of the Flying Eagle Woman Fund. The FFD orig-
inated from the personal philosophy and twenty-year giv-
ing program of Ann Rockefeller Roberts. In 1990, the FFD
began to evolve from the philosophy of the donor and
founder so as to "transform and recreate the Fund so that
it would be directed by Native people for their own bene-
fit." This process of transformation was begun in 1992
under the leadership of Ingrid Washinawatok El-Issa and
continues in her spirit and vision.

In 1998, the Fund of the Four Directions began to
devote its grantmaking solely to Native nations and
indigenous-controlled, community-based, local, regional,
and national organizations. With a strong emphasis on lan-
guage restoration and intergenerational collaboration, the
FFDs focus has been the revitalization of North American
cultures and ways of life. Since 1998 the Fund of the Four
Directions has provided $2,139,979 to 132 nations, orga-
nizations, and projects. Through grantmaking, capacity
building, advocacy and collaboration, the FFD has fos-
tered the empowerment of indigenous communities in
North America to implement solutions that are consistent

Winona LaDuke, second from left, and friends Audrey,
Wasey, and Ashley in New York City.

The Ingrid Washinawatok El-Issa
Flying Eagle Woman Fund

for Peace, Justice, and Sovereignty

Maekiw El-Issa speaks, just before U.N. Secretary

General Kofi Annan, at opening ceremonies for the
United Nations in September, 2001.

with indigenous ways and concepts; promote and
uphold the cultural and spiritual survival of indigenous
peoples; and support the cultural integrity of indigenous
communities. The Flying Eagle Woman Fund is pleased
to continue the important work of the FFD.

Conferences, Lectures, and Tours

In April of 2001, the Flying Eagle Woman Fund
sponsored the conference, "Peace, Justice, and
Sovereignty in a Globalizing World," in conjunction
with the City University Graduate Center's Continuing
Education Program. Featuring Anishinabe author,
activist, and former vice-presidential candidate, Winona
LaDuke; as well as the noted Seneca philosopher and
historian, John Mohawk; Jose Barreiro, (Taino) Director
of Cornell University's American Indian Program;
Tonya Gonnella Frichner (Onondaga), President of the
American Indian Law Alliance; and Dean Cycon, the
founder of Dean's Beans, a environmentally and social-
ly conscious coffee company, the conference was held at
the City University Graduate Center in New York City
on April 21. The lecturers discussed alternatives to the
current process of globalization -- the economic, cultur-
al, and social assimilation of the different countries and
peoples of world.






